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DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF ITEM 
 

This item records the most critical substructure supporting material in the abutments and piers.  
Item 60A is used for abutment material types.  Item 60B is used for pier material types.  For both 
items, the most critical material type should be coded. 
 
When existing plans are available, the determination of critical material may be made using those 
plans.  However, this item should be verified in the field.  If existing plans are not available, the 
substructure material should be field verified.  Only the portions of the substructure unit that are 
exposed to air at low water elevation should be considered in this determination.  For example, 
substructure units with concrete footings on unrepaired timber piles are coded “2” (timber) if 
existing plans show timber piles and the piles are exposed, but “5” (concrete) if the existing plans 
are not available and piles are not exposed when field verified. 

 
CODE AND SCREEN ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS 

 

 A one-digit field for each item. 
Enter the appropriate code for abutment (Item 60A) and pier (Item 60B), by criticality. 

  Code Description 
 

 1 Timber with repairs made 
 2 Timber  
 3 Steel 
 4 Masonry 
 5 Concrete  
 N Not Applicable 
 

 Note: The term “supporting” refers to the material in the substructure that provides the structural 
basis for the substructure.  For example, for steel piles encased in reinforced concrete, the 
code for this item would be “3” for steel, exposed or unexposed. 

 

 EXAMPLES:   Item 60A Item 60B 
 

  One unrepaired timber abutment, one Enter:   2 2 
  steel abutment, one unrepaired timber  
  pier, one steel pier, and one masonry pier. 
 

  Concrete abutments with masonry Enter: 5  1 
  fascia, one pier with five timber piles,  

of which three piles have been repaired. 
 

  Culverts  Enter: N N 
 

  3-Sided Structure on concrete footings. Enter: 5 N 






